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Another new chapter is 
about to begin . . .  

{ŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΥ !ōŜǊƎƭŀǎƴŜȅΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ wƻƎŜǊ 9Ǿŀƴǎ όƭŜŦǘύ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ DǳƛŘŜ WƻƘƴ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ǘƛǇǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳǳƭƭŜŘ ǿƛƴe outside 
the mansion house before the start of the popular Winter Fair. 
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THE story of Aberglasney House 
and Gardens in the Tywi Valley 
is about to enter a new chapter. 
  As part of the continued develop-
ment of the gardens, plans for 
Phase Five of the restoration are 
moving forward.  
  ñThe gardens have come a long 
way since their derelict state more 
than 20 years ago,ò said Roger Ev-
ans, the chief executive of the Aber-
glasney Restoration Trust. 
  ñOur next step is to carry out ex-
tensive works to complete the 
ground floor of the mansion house. 
  ñAberglasney is billed as óa garden 
lost in timeô, but the restoration 
trust is keen to ensure that no time 
is lost in preserving and enhancing 
what we have here. 
  ñThe Phase Five project is cur-
rently out to tender and the actual 
works involved are very extensive. 

They involve restoration of the main 
hall, the elegant staircase and re-
storing the interior of the East Wing 
and other rooms. 
  ñWe are at the tender stage at the 
moment, but lovers of the garden 
will be delighted to learn that, when 
work does start, disruption to visi-
tors to Aberglasney will be kept to a 
minimum.  
  ñThe works will be a huge boost to 
Aberglasney and will give us many 
more options for exhibition spaces 
and meeting rooms.ò 
  Mr Evans said the restoration 
would be carried out in cooperation 
with the Welsh Historic Monu-
ments association Cadw, the Welsh 
European Funding Office WEFO 
and the óOne Historic Garden 
Schemeô. 
  He added: ñAs you can imagine, a 
great deal of planning has to go into 

a restoration exercise such as this. 
ñBut the very fact that Phase Five is 
moving forward is an indication of 
the desire of the Aberglasney Resto-
ration Trust to build on the success 
of the gardens as a centre for excel-
lence in heritage gardening and 
enhance the aesthetic beauty of the 
gardens for the enjoyment of our 
visitors.  
  ñThe work of the trust extends 
back to the early 1990s and the 
original restoration works saw us 
build towards the success of the 
opening of the gardens in July, 
1999. 
  ñWe always like to remind our-
selves of the following phrase - 
Aberglasney is changing and grow-
ing - a garden lost in time, but now 
belonging to the past, present and 
future.ò 

ROBERT LLOYD 

Winter 
Fair 

proves a 
big hit  

FOR many, it is the sig-
nal that Christmas has 
well and truly arrived.  
  The Winter Fair at 
Aberglasney House and 
Gardens always sparkles 
with festive delights. 
This yearôs event at-
tracted more than 2,000 
people to the gardens. 
  ñWe were delighted 
with the numbers who 
turned up,ò said Aber-
glasney Chief Executive 
Roger Evans. 
  ñThere was entertain-
ment fromð 
  ñPibau Planed, Court 
Henry School, Cor Mer-
ched Tybie, Aberdulais 
Waterwheel Singers, 
Baggywrinkle and 
Friends, Tonmawr La-
dies Choir, Crwbin Silver 
Band, Danswyr 
Llanarthne and Baglan 
Handbells. 
  ñThe weather was kind 
to us and it was cold 
enough to ensure that 
many  had to warm 
themselves up with a 
seasonal glass of mulled 
wine! There were a wide 
variety of stalls on dis-
play and everyone 
seemed to have a great 
time.ò 
  Stallholder Jill Elias, of 
Dazzle Cymru beaded 
jewellery in Llanelli, said 
business was brisk. 
  She added: ñI take my 
hat off to Aberglasney 
because the Winter fair 
is very well organised. 
The quality of stalls was 
quite exceptional and it 
really set the tone for a 
super day out for Christ-
mas shoppers. 
  ñI know that I will be 
returning next year. ñ 

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda . . . Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  



 

TWO young gardeners have secured the 
óchance of a lifetimeô to work on the 
showpiece Aberglasney Gardens in the 
Tywi Valley. 
  The pair have been chosen for a prestigious 
18-month placement at the stunning gardens, 
one of the finest heritage horticultural sites in 
Wales. 
  The opportunity for special horticultural 
traineeships comes through the Heritage 
Horticulture Skills Scheme (HHSS).  
  ñAberglasney is one of only six sites in Wales 
to be chosen to host horticultural trainee-
ships, so we are very proud to have the young 
gardeners with us,ò said head gardener Jo-
seph Atkin. 
  The two trainees are Alexander Hoyle, aged 
18, who arrives at Aberglasney from the re-
nowned Pershore College in Warwickshire, 
and Rhys Griffiths, 28, from Ammanford.  
  Both had to beat off strong competition to 

secure the places at Aberglasney. 
  Alexander said: ñI was delighted to learn Iôd 
been accepted for a traineeship as Aberglas-
neyôs reputation as a centre of excellence for 
gardening spreads far and wide.ò 
  Rhys said: ñBeing a Carmarthenshire boy, I 
was well aware of the importance of Aberglas-
ney, so it is a great privilege to get a trainee-
ship at such a wonderful site.ò 
  Head gardener Mr Atkin said: ññIt really is a 
chance in a lifetime for a young gardeners - 
the chance to live and work here in the glori-
ous surroundings of Aberglasney.ò  
  The money for the traineeships has been 
accessed through the Heritage Lottery Fund 
under the Skills for the Future programme to 
provide traineeships in practical, specialised, 
heritage horticultural period techniques.  
  The aim is to increase the number of highly 
skilled gardeners available to the heritage 
horticultural sector in Wales (and the UK).  
  Mr Atkin added: ñThe idea is an excellent 

one and is ideal for someone looking to fur-
ther their horticultural studies and experi-
ences.  
  ñLong-term, the project will also help us 
build the skills base here in Wales and we will 
end up with a bigger pool of highly-skilled 
gardeners who can help the heritage horticul-
tural sector in Wales.ò  
  Mr Atkin said the trainees at Aberglasney 
would be provided with quality, practical, 
work-based training in new specialised ac-
credited modules, with an emphasis on stan-
dards of practical excellence.  
  HHSS is run by a group of associated garden 
sites: Aberglasney, Bodnant, Cardiff City 
Council, Dyffryn Gardens, National Botanic 
Garden of Wales, Newport City Council and 
St Fagans: National History Museum. The 
application and placement process for the 
trainees was administered by Lantra (the 
Governmentôs land-based and environmental 
skills body).  

We are now on the Facebook and Twitter social networks  

Trainees 
grab the 
óchance of 
a lifetimeô 
in heritage 
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DETAILS of the events programme at Aber-
glasney House and Gardens have just been 
released. 
  Events arranged for 2012 will include several 
theatre productions, a Summer Ball and an 
annual concert to build on the success of pre-
vious open-air shows by Bryn Terfel, Hayley 
Westenra and Only Men Aloud. 
  There will also be plant sales and plant festi-
vals and arts and crafts exhibitions. 
  ñThere will be something for everyone,ò said 
Roger Evans, chief executive of the Aberglas-
ney Restoration Trust. 
  ñWeôve got to be a bit hush-hush about some 
of the details of what weôve got planned such 
as the headline act for our annual concert. 
  ñBut, fans of Aberglasney can be assured 
that, rather like a blossoming plant, all will be 
revealed in the fullness of time!ò 
  There will be a winter art exhibition running 

from December 2011 through to the end of 
March 2012 with artwork supplied by Mark 
Cox, Sandra Phillips and Frances Payne. 
  Their work will be on display in the Bay 
Window and Cellar rooms at the Mansion 
House. 
  Events for 2012 are -  
Saturday, 18th February - Hellibore Weekend 
Thursday, 1st MarchðDaffodil Festival  
Saturday, 3rd MarchðPlant Sales 
Saturday, 7th AprilðPlant Sales 
Saturday, 28th April and Sunday, 29th 
April ð Spring Gardening Fair, to include 
Opening of the New Woodland. 
  Following the success of the 2011 Arts and 
Craft Exhibitions, David Cowdry will return 
to launch the 2012 óSeasonô on Friday, 30th 
March 2012, followed by other favourite art 
and craft exhibitors and several individual 
artists. 

  As part of the summer programme of events, 
Chapterhouse Theatre Company will be pre-
senting the following productions: - 
Thursday, 31st May - Emma 
Tuesday, 19th JuneðRomeo and Juliet 
Monday, 27th AugustðSleeping Beauty 
  Tickets for the productions will be on sale 
closer to the event. 
  For further updated information on any of 
the above, please visit our website ï 
www.aberglasney.org or telephone on 01558 
668998.  
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